
Crape Myrtle: Aphid Treatment  

 

 The Crape myrtle aphid, Sarucallis (Tinocallis) kahawaluokalani, is one of the most common pests of crape 

myrtles. Crape myrtle aphids are easily distinguishable with pale yellowish-green with black spots on the abdomen.  They 

are small, fragile insects around 1⁄16 inch long. Winged adults have dark tipped antennae and two double-pronged humps 

on the back. Crape Myrtle aphids’ nymphs resemble wingless adults, but are smaller. Older nymphs have black spikes on 

the abdomen.  

Feeding by Crape Myrtle aphids may reduce plant vigor and cause leaves to distort slightly as they develop. Heavy 

infestations detract from the aesthetics due to yellowing of the leaves, premature leaf drop, and black sooty mold that 

results from honeydew production.  When crape myrtle leaves are covered in sooty mold, the crape myrtle aphid is the 

likely culprit. 

Life Cycle: Crape myrtle aphids overwinter in the egg stage. The eggs hatch in April, and for the rest of the 

growing season crape myrtle aphids give birth to living young. The young aphids mature in about 10 days. 

There are many generations per year! The last generation of females lay eggs that overwinter. Crape myrtle 

aphids lay their eggs along the flanges of crape myrtle twigs. 

Crape myrtle aphids are monophagous, meaning they only feed on one plant species and thus will not move 

from crape myrtle to other plants in the landscape. Crape myrtle aphids feed by inserting slender 

mouthparts into leaves and sucking out sap that is rich in sugars. As they feed, aphids also inject saliva. This 

saliva causes pale yellow spots on the leaves. Since aphids consume large quantities of plant sap, they 

excrete sweet, sticky liquid called honeydew. When aphid numbers are large, honeydew often completely 

coats leaves and other objects below, giving infested plants a sticky or varnished appearance. Honeydew 

attracts ants, flies, wasps and other insects. Black, unsightly fungi called sooty mold often develops in 

honeydew, causing the plants to be less attractive. 

*Pro Tip:  Aphids tend to be more problematic when trees have excessive nitrogen, so avoid overfertilizing. 

 

Treatment Options:  

Timing: As aphids appear 

Product Treatment Type Rate 

Acephate 97 UP Foliar Spray 8 oz. per 100 gal. water 

Abamectin 0.15 EC Foliar spray 8 oz per 100 gal. water 

Imidacloprid 2F Foliar Spray 1.5 oz. per 100 gal. water 

Imidacloprid 2F Soil drench 0.3 oz. per inch of DBH 

Vivid II Injection Injection Every 6”  
 

*For heavy infestations: The incorporation of Core-Tect tablets after initial treatment will help with residual control.  Rate: 2-3 

tablets per inch of trunk diameter.  

 

 

 


